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Why do this talk?

Thesis: We are missing an important opportunity.. 
the “education” piece of the puzzle to resource seasoned 

professionals to mentor young developers. 

Based loosely on Dries’ idea of “the assembled Web”, I 
thought I’d demo how I use Drupal in the classroom, what I 
teach, all in order to get young devs into the community. I 

thought doing a talk like this for devs in the community 
would then, in turn, give pros a chance to weight in and 
make suggestions on what would be best to be teaching 

young devs. I think its an area of the community that could 
use some work.



So who is this talk for?

• Educators 
• Pro Devs, Designers, Etc. 
• Drupalists (is that a word?) 
• Students 
• Anyone in (open source) web tech



23% of employers said recent grads were  
able to apply learning in a real-world setting 

during the hiring process.

http://www.monster.com/blog/b/students-prepare-future-jobs?WT.mc_n=SM_PR_Twt_monster

http://www.monster.com/blog/b/students-prepare-future-jobs?WT.mc_n=SM_PR_Twt_monster


U.S. Millennials Among Lowest-Skilled Tech Workers in the World

A recent study by the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) and the Educational Testing Service (ETS).  
http://www.ets.org/s/research/30079/overview.html

• Despite having a higher rate of educational attainment 
than any previous generation, U.S. millennials (between 
16-34 years of age) ranked lower than most of their 
international peers in literacy, mathematics and 
technology problem solving. 

• Those born in the U.S. after 1980 tied for last among the 
22 participating countries in numeracy and technology 
skills, and 16th in literacy.  

• Top scoring Americans in this cohort ranked lower than 
their peers in most other countries. 

• Bottom-scoring Americans ranked among the lowest in 
the whole study.

http://www.ets.org/s/research/30079/overview.html


http://www.usnews.com/education/online-education
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New Media Consortium and Educause’s Horizon Report on Technology in Higher Education http://cdn.nmc.org/media/2016-nmc-horizon-report-he-EN.pdf

1. Key Trends Accelerating Technology Adoption in Higher Education 

2. Significant Challenges Impeding Technology Adoption in Higher Education 

3. Important Developments in Educational Technology for Higher Education
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2 years old in 2016. 
Experiencing the New York Times’ 
virtual reality films with a free 
Google Cardboard viewer. 



My Class Structure

• model after new employee training: 

• full set of tried, tested, continuous revisioned onboarding/
training materials 

• faculty is available to vet questions as the come in. 

• bad orgs have neither. good companies have both. Both 
are necessary in tech classroom.
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a drupal 7 classroom

openwebby

modules used

themes used
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canvas classroom with Drupal lessons
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3rd Party

• codecademy


• codeschool


• lynda


• text books


• my lecture videos ( screen flow)


• youtube
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Focus:

• see teaching chapter from last 
year: youtube


• self reliance and critical 
approaches


• How to think/learn


• How to build
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Focus:

in USA we have a culture that 
doesnt pay attention to the gap 
between pros and beginners in IT. 
companies like Codecademy etc 
are addressing this area of need.
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Focus:

• Research Questions:


• When do devs come into the 
community? What age? What 
stage in career? Why?


• How does above dovetail with 
college students? Do college 
students use or know about 
Drupal?
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Results: 
student analytics

• awesome participation


• awesome grades 


• awesome srtes


• students getting jobs
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Questions. 
Comments.  
Keep in touch.

e: gto1@psu.edu


t: @openwebby


w: greg.openwebby.com 

mailto:gto1@psu.edu
http://greg.openwebby.com

